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Press Release
LATI Industria Termoplastici S.p.A.
More than 60 years of plastics compounding experience

Wiesbaden, 24th October 2007 – LATI Industria Termoplastici S.p.A., Vedano Olona, Italy, is to present milestones from more than 60 years of company history at K 2007 in Düsseldorf. The family business is one of the leading European manufacturers of engineering polymers and had a turnover of some 120 million Euros in 2006. LATI is represented in eight countries by its own sales offices. At the end of September 2007 the company signed a letter of intent with RadiciGroup Plastics, Bergamo, Italy, with the objective of establishing a plant for the production and marketing of technical polymers in South East Asia.

LATI Industria Termoplastici S.p.A. was founded in 1945 by Cosimo Conterno and is run today by his son Francesco Conterno. In the 1960s LATI was one of the first compounders to have long and short glass fibre reinforced thermoplastics in its portfolio. Today the range includes about 2,500 different grades, including standard products as well as tailor made compounds for individual customer requirements.

Speciality products from LATI include electrically conductive and insulating, thermally conductive, lubricated and radio-opaque compounds. Alongside this the company delivers a wide range of flame retardant polymers as well as high performance compounds based on polyphenylene sulfide (PPS), polyphthalamide (PPA), polysulfone (PSU) and polyether ether ketone (PEEK). The main applications are vehicles, household and electrical equipment, electronics and electrical systems as well as precision engineering.

On top of this LATI offers its customers comprehensive technical support and for example helps with material selection and the choice of the most suitable processing method and conducts mould flow, structural and thermal analyses. The development of tailor made compounds for special customer requirements is also a part of the company's service. Continuous product and production technology development ensures that they are always in step with the needs of the modern marketplace.

Milestones in the history of the company:

	1960s
	· First long and short glass fibre reinforced polymers

· First self-extinguishing polymers

	1970s
	Flame retardant polymers for household electrical products

	End of the 1980s
	Shift in company strategy towards the development of speciality and high performance polymers

	1990s
	Continuing internationalisation of the company and its markets

	Today
	· Development of polymers from a sustainability and recyclability standpoint

· New materials for metal substitution and weight reduction

· Self-extinguishing compounds without halogens, antimony and phosphorous that generate lower levels of harmful emissions


LATI Industria Termoplastici S.p.A. is one of the leading European manufacturers of engineering polymers. The company has more than 60 years experience in processing polymers and an excellent reputation with customers and partners for quality and service. Their product portfolio comprises 2,500 individually optimised compounds that are sold worldwide. Specialities include high performance polymers, self-extinguishing as well as reinforced and filled compounds for the electrical and electronics sectors, general industrial use and transportation systems. The company has around 300 employees and in 2006 had a turnover of 120 million Euros.
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Further information:

Andreas Gertner,  LATI Industria Termoplastici Deutschland GmbH
Otto-von-Guericke-Ring 7,  D-65205 Wiesbaden 
Tel.:  +49 (0)61 22/90 82-15,  Fax:  +49 (0)61 22/90 82-22
E-Mail:  agertner@de.lati.com
Internet: http://www.lati.com
Editorial contact and voucher copies:

Barbara Welsch,  KONSENS Public Relations GmbH & Co. KG,
Hans-Kudlich-Straße 25,  D-64823 Groß-Umstadt
Tel.:  +49 (0)60 78/93 63-0,  Fax:  +49 (0)60 78/93 63-20
E-Mail:  mail@konsens.de
The LATI workforce in the 60's. In the middle of the picture is Cosimo Conterno, founder of the company and father of Francesco Conterno, who runs the company today. 
Photo: LATI Deutschland, Wiesbaden
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